	
	



Criminal Justice Policy-Making Matrix
Complete the matrix by indicating how each branch of government participates in the criminal justice policy-making process at the federal, state, and local levels of government. Each answer must be at least 50 words in length.
	Branch
	Federal
	State
	Local

	Legislative


	It is represented by the congress. The congress is involved in the process of debating on whether the policy is good and should be passed into law. It is the congress that passes the policy bill proposed into law. The legislature provide all the necessary amendments so that the criminal justice policy is well documented and that it is within the laws of the land and the provision of the constitution. 
	It is represented by the state legislatures who have been elected to represent the common American citizen at the state level. They are involved in the process for example in the identification of the new policy. The politician may identify the gap in the criminal justice policies and therefore propose the new policy. Also, the state legislation is involved in the process of debating and making any amendments as needed in order to ensure that the new policy serves the purpose for which it is intended. 
	It is represented by the local policy formulation agencies and authorities. The local law councils are formed with an aim of making local policies into local laws. In the criminal judicial policy, the local law making councils are involved at identification, debating and recommending the laws and the passing them into local laws.  

	Executive


	The executive is represented by the president and the relevant government authorities in the executive. The executive has influence in the process by making sure that there is enough resources that are needed to implement the new criminal justice policy. The executive avails the resources in terms of personnel and structures if need be. The executive participates in the implementation part of the process.  
	It is represented by the office of the governor and the relevant state department dealing with criminal justice in that particular state. After the laws have been passed by the legislature the executive assents them into law for implementation. The executive is also involved in the implementation process by availing resources that are needed in order to effect the laws. The executive must have a goodwill in order for the implementation of the state laws on criminal justice policy to take place. 
	The mayor and other executive leadership is involved in the implementation of the local criminal justice policies that have been passed by the local assemblies. The mayor or their equivalent have to first sign the bill into law for its recognition in that particular local town. Then the executive then has to allocate the necessary resources needed in the implementation of the criminal justice policy. 

	Judicial


	It the branch of the government that interprets the laws and even enforces it at the federal level. The judiciary ensures that the new policy is used and effected when such a need arises in the general public and when a case of such caliber is brought before the judiciary. 
	It is the state government branch that interprets the laws made. The new criminal justice policy will be effected by this branch. In a case that involves violation of the policy by a citizen, it is this branch in that particular state that delivers judgment by delivering and effecting the policy on the offender. It case there is a dispute concerning the new policy, the state department of justice will provide its interpretation which will be respected by the partners involved. 
	This is local body that provides an interpretation of the new criminal justice policy that has been passed. When an offender is taken to the face the law at the local courts, this branch will interpret and effect the new policy on that particular individual or group of persons. The branch also provides a framework on how the law should be interpreted by all in the local level. 


